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JAMES  BEATTY  EAGLESON 

O.  F.  LAMSON,  M.D.,  F.A.C.S.,  Seattle,  Washington 

IT  is  indeed  rare  for  a  medical  man  to  attain  a  high  position  in  his  profession 
as  well  as  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives  without  acquiring  at  least  a 
few  enemies.  Dr.  Eagleson  was  universally  loved  and  respected  by  the 
medical  profession  and  laity.  Although  he  held  a  most  enviable  position  at  home 
and  abroad  in  his  chosen  profession,  his  honors  came  to  him  unsolicited.  He 
never  stooped  to  petty  political  methods  for  self-advancement.  His  association 
with  his  colleagues  was  always  guided  by  high  ideals  in  the  keen  competition 
which  naturally  confronted  him  in  a  city. 

Dr.  Eagleson  was  born  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  in  1862,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  in  1885.  He  came 
to  the  Pacific  Coast  soon  after  graduation  and  located  at  Port  Townsend,  Wash¬ 
ington,  where  he  was  attached  to  the  staff  of  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital. 
He  moved  to  Seattle  in  1887  and  was  connected  with  the  United  States  Public 
Health  Service  for  several  years.  On  his  arrival  in  Seattle  he  took  up  the  general 
practice  of  medicine  but  in  later  years  confined  himself  entirely  to  the  practice 
of  surgery,  one  of  the  first  men  on  the  Coast  to  do  so. 

He  was  universally  recognized  as  a  conservative  and  skillful  surgeon  of  keen 
judgment.  During  the  course  of  his  career  he  enjoyed  a  large  general  surgical 
practice,  performing  every  conceivable  operation  that  a  general  surgeon  is  called 
upon  to  do,  being  especially  proficient  in  herniotomy  in  his  early  days,  because 
of  his  association  with  Public  Health  Service. 

He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  operating  for  congenital  pyloric  stenosis  in 
infants.  At  that  time,  the  operation  of  choice  in  such  cases  was  posterior  gastro¬ 
enterostomy.  He  reported  a  series  of  cases  with  very  good  results. 

While  he  did  all  of  the  surgery  he  undertook  very  well,  yet  in  the  later  years 
of  his  life,  he  confined  himself  to  gynecology  and  general  abdominal  surgery. 

As  a  recognition  of  the  very  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  col¬ 
leagues,  he  was  frequently  called  upon  to  operate  on  physicians  and  physicians’ 
families,  and  he  never  failed  to  respond  to  the  call  of  a  colleague  in  distress. 

Dr.  Eagleson  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  American  College  of  Surgeons, 
and  was  chosen  one  of  its  regents.  He  served  faithfully  and  efficiently  in  this 
capacity  until  his  death. 
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He  was  one  of  the  first  surgeons  to  suggest  the  holding  of  surgical  clinical 
congresses  in  the  big  centers  for  the  benefit  especially  of  the  surgeons  in  outlying 
districts.  Through  his  frequent  visits  to  the  large  clinics,  he  recognized  the  im¬ 
portance  of  observing  the  work  in  the  clinical  surgical  centers  to  keep  abreast  of 

the  times. 

Over  thirty  years  ago  he  was  one  of  a  small  group  of  medical  men  who  deter¬ 
mined  that  a  medical  library  was  a  necessity  for  the  profession  in  Seattle.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  with  a  small  group  of  medical  men,  he  founded  the  Seattle  Medical  Library 
Association  and  he  himself  wrote  the  articles  of  incorporation.  For  many  years 
the  books,  as  they  accumulated,  were  stored  in  his  home.  His  personal  library 
contained  many  rare  and  valuable  books  as  well  as  a  large  collection  of  modern 

works. 

Early  in  his  career  he  took  an  active  part  in  medical  military  affairs  and  at 
one  time  he  served  as  surgeon  general  on  the  staff  of  the  Governor.  When  the 
United  States  decided  to  participate  actively  in  the  Great  War,  he  began  to  look 
about  for  an  opportunity  to  render  his  services  to  the  cause  of  his  country.  When 
it  was  determined  that  Seattle  should  organize  and  equip  a  base  hospital,  he  was 
entrusted  with  Base  Hospital  No.  50. 

During  its  development  and  his  active  service  in  France,  he  endeared  himself 
to  the  doctors,  nurses,  and  the  entire  personnel  of  the  unit.  For  his  conscientious 
and  splendid  work  in  the  Great  War  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  and  was  made  a  Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of  Honor. 

Unfortunately,  a  great  sorrow  awaited  him  on  his  arrival  in  New  York  from 
France.  He  was  called  at  once  to  Norfolk,  Virginia,  on  account  of  the  serious 
illness  of  his  only  son,  Lieut.  James  B.  Eagleson,  Jr.,  returning  from  France  about 
the  same  time  on  a  different  steamer,  when  he  contracted  influenza.  Dr.  Eagleson 
arrived  at  his  son’s  bedside  only  two  days  before  he  passed  away. 

Dr.  Eagleson,  from  his  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  inherited  qualities  of  upright¬ 
ness  of  purpose  with  firm  religious  convictions  which  characterized  his  whole  life 
and  identified  him  as  a  typical  Christian  gentleman.  He  was  a  prominent  church- 
worker  and  for  many  years  served  on  the  governing  board  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association.  One  of  his  firmly  fixed  principles  was  his  opposition  to  the 
use  of  alcoholic  beverages,  and  he  advocated  total  abstinence.  One  of  Dr.  Eagle- 
son’s  outstanding  traits  was  his  tolerance  for  the  actions  and  opinions  of  others. 
While  he  had  his  own  firm  convictions,  he  never  sought  to  impose  them  on  his 
associates. 

Twenty  years  ago  as  a  member  of  the  Charter  Committee,  he  worked  ar¬ 
duously  for  many  weeks  on  the  problems  connected  with  revising  the  City  Charter. 
Later  he  also  did  excellent  work  on  committees  pertaining  to  health  and  sani¬ 
tation  of  his  home  city  and  state. 

Besides  his  leadership  and  membership  in  a  number  of  local  medical  societies, 
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he  was  president  of  the  King  County  Medical  Society,  and  president  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  State  Medical  Association,  and  the  North  Pacific  Surgical  Association. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  the  American  Society  for  the  Advancement  of  Science, 
the  American  Academy  of  Political  Social  Science,  and  medical  director  of  the 
Northern  Life  Insurance  Company. 

At  the  onset  of  his  fatal  illness  in  his  sixty-fifth  year,  he  was  actively  at  work, 
probably  as  busy  as  at  any  time  in  his  years  of  practice.  After  a  short  illness, 
just  as  he  had  wished  that  his  earthly  career  might  be  terminated  while  still  in 
active  practice,  he  passed  away  on  January  26,  1928.  Dr.  Eagleson  well  deserves 
to  be  known  as  a  great  personality.  In  our  memory  he  lives  as  a  leader  in  the 
medical  profession,  a  worthy  citizen,  and  an  invaluable  friend. 
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